
19th Annual IAOM Mideast and Africa District Conference
November 14-17, 2008, Arusha, Tanzania

19th annual IAOM Mideast and Africa District Conférence

Arusha, Tanzania, November 14-17 2008
Trading Séminar

French Wheat and Grain Prospective
François GATEL

V. Van Gogh : Champs de blés à Auvers ciel nuageux 

http://www.picturalissime.com/g/van_gogh_champs_auvers_nuage_l.htm
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French Wheat Production
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 Figures about France

An Atlantic Climate

Average temperature : 12.5 C°

Average rainfall : 750 mm 

Importance of wheat

Overall area : 55 Mons ha

Agricultural area : 27 Mons ha

Wheat area : 4.9 Mons ha

(ONIGC : Average of 
5 harvesting years 2004 to 2008) 
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 French wheat production

Areas for production of wheat (ONIGC)

French wheat is mostly
medium hard red winter wheat

Sown in autumn
(October – November) 
& harvested in summer

(July – August)

Average yield : 7.2 t/ha

(ONIGC  : average of 
5 harvesting years : 2004 to 2008)
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 France : the fifth wheat producing country in the world

IGC Average of 5 marketing years : 2003/2004 to 2007/2008

Others
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Wheat suitable for bread making dominate

ONIGC 

Standard Bread making varieties

Other varieties 

Superior bread making varieties
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Most of French wheat is medium hard

ONIGC / ARVALIS – Institut du végétal
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French wheat quality
(2008 crop)

V. Van Gogh : Les Vassenots près d’Auvers 

http://www.picturalissime.com/g/van_gogh_vessenots_l.htm
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Test Weight

20%

32%
30%

14%

5%

<74 74-76 76-78 78-80 >80

2008 Average = 77.8 kg/hl

ONIGC / ARVALIS – Institut du végétal
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< 220 s 220 - 299 s  300 s

Falling Number

3%

25%

72%

ONIGC / ARVALIS – Institut du végétal



19th Annual IAOM Mideast and Africa District Conference
November 14-17, 2008, Arusha, Tanzania

Protein Content

4%

21%

49%

26%

<11% 11-11.9% 12-12.9% >13%

2008 Average = 11.5%

ONIGC / ARVALIS – Institut du végétal
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Baking Strength W
Chopin Alveograph

6%
5%

37%

44%

8%

<140 140 - 180 180 - 220 220 - 260 >260

2008 Average = 180

ONIGC / ARVALIS – Institut du végétal
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Configuration ratio P/L

7%8%

25%

52%

8%

<0.4 0.4-0.6 0.6-0.8 0.8-1 >1

2008 Average = 0.6

ONIGC / ARVALIS – Institut du végétal
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Minimum
Average

(2004-2008)
Maximum 2008

Protein content (% MS) 11.5 12 12.5 11.5

Moisture (%) 12.5 13.3 13.9 13.6

Test weight (Kg/hl) 75.1 77 78.5 77.8

Baking strength W (10-4 J) 180 208 224 180

Configuration ratio (P/L) 0.6 0.67 0.76 0.6

Wet gluten (%) 22.4 23.9 25 23.3

Gluten index (%) 79 87 93 79

Zeleny Index (ml) 35.2 38.3 43 38

Characteristics of French Wheat 

ONIGC / ARVALIS – Institut du végétal
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French Wheat Utilizations



19th Annual IAOM Mideast and Africa District Conference
November 14-17, 2008, Arusha, Tanzania

Feed use

30%

EU exports

25%

Milling Industry

12%

Flour exports

3%

Exports outside

 Europe

17%

Others domestic

 uses

13%

33.6  Mt

 French wheat utilizations
ONIGC Average of 5 marketing years : 2003/2004 to 2007/2008
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13% 

France

UK 2%

Ukrainia 3%

Kazakhstan 3%

Russia 7%

USA 24%

Australia 13%Canada 11%

Others 10%

Argentina

 9%

Germany 4%

France : the 2nd or 3rd largest world exporter of wheat

(World exchanges + exchanges inside – EU)
Average of 5 marketing years : 2003/2004 to 2007/2008
IGC, Tallage Stratégie Grain, ONIGC
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Morocco 0.82*

Algeria 1.73* 
Tunisia 0.16* 

Egypt 0.79* 

West Africa 1.35* 

Mauricius 0.08* 

Yemen 0.12* 

*Millions t 

Main destinations of French wheat
ONIGC Average of 5 marketing years : 2003/2004 to 2007/2008
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Conclusions

 37 Mont t wheat cropped in 2008

 A good milling and baking quality

 8 to 10 Mons t available for export outside EU

 Suitable for a great variety of bakery products

http://fr.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf2l3ohJJvX8A9VVlAQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNjNxOXJjBHBvcwM3MARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1ioccfhg4/EXP=1226044407/**http%3A//fr.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Ffr.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dviennoiseries%2526ni%253D20%2526ei%253DUTF-8%2526fr%253Dyfp-t-501%2526xargs%253D0%2526pstart%253D1%2526b%253D61%26w=347%26h=422%26imgurl=www.ambafrance-fj.org%252FIMG%252Fjpg%252Fviennoiseries2.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.ambafrance-fj.org%252Farticle.php3%253Fid_article%253D725%26size=33.2kB%26name=viennoiseries2.jpg%26p=viennoiseries%26type=JPG%26oid=a6a573bebb9ea28a%26no=70%26tt=1 205%26sigr=11ouvoe3f%26sigi=11gk2bhc4%26sigb=13h0dkj4b
http://fr.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf20goxJJa0wBkxtlAQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpZTByOGFiBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1gc2b9arq/EXP=1226044576/**http%3A//fr.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Ffr.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dbaguette%2526fr%253Dyfp-t-501%2526ei%253DUTF-8%26w=640%26h=426%26imgurl=www.turtlebread.com%252Fimages%252Fbreads%252Fbaguette-c.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.turtlebread.com%252Fimages%252Fbreads%252Fbaguette.htm%26size=83.8kB%26name=baguette-c.jpg%26p=baguette%26type=JPG%26oid=34286ec668a88b26%26no=2%26tt=130 401%26sigr=11l32tr3i%26sigi=11gli41u3%26sigb=12gr9a09j
http://www.fureurdesvivres.com/images/fdv_5_anaik_pita_1.jpg
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Thank you for your attention

V. Van Gogh : Les blés jaunes

http://www.picturalissime.com/van_gogh_bles_jaunes.htm

